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between them has notable consequences in the very diverse human habits and 
character in the two regions. The environment of the Kirghiz "compels him to 
travel continually, and he becomes a self-reliant, hardy, adventurous nomad." On 
the other hand, the Chantos of the Lop basin are farmers, hemmed in by the abso- 
lute desert prevailing outside their narrow zone of vegetation. The Chanto's 
environment "limits him to one place, where patience and steady work bring suc- 
cess and where timidity is no special disadvantage." His modest needs are sup- 
plied by a few months' work and there is nothing "to tempt him out of his small 
oasis, nothing to waken him or arouse determined effort." He has no contact 
with the world outside his own oasis, and therefore fears whatever is new or 
strange. In winter he sits idle, with nothing to occupy his thoughts ; and eating 
and drinking and the pampering of his body become the chief things of life. 
After reading the chapters on the Chantos and their environment, it- does not 
seem surprising that they are submissive, self-indulgent and immoral creatures. 
They have their virtues, but none of these are of the higher, sterner type. 

The photographic illustrations are characteristic and superior, the coloured 
map is full of well-defined information, and the publishers have made a hand- 
some volume, worthy of its contents. 

Lecture des Cartes Russes. Indications Linguistiques, G6ograph- 
iques et Topographiques. Par le Capitaine P. Pollacchi. 

85 pp. R. Chapelot & Co., Paris, 1907. (Price, 6 fr.) 
This is the first of a series of small quarto volumes which Captain Pollacchi is 
preparing with the design of making maps in foreign languages easier to read. The 
second volume, soon to be issued, will treat of British and American maps. The 
present book gives a brief description of the most generally used Russian maps and 
the methods of representing on them the features of the earth's surface; also, the Rus- 
sian alphabet and its transcription in French; a list filling 56 pp. of terms, symbols, 
and abbreviations employed on Russian maps, with their meaning in French; a 
French transcription of Chinese names which the Russians write in their own char- 
acters; and tables for the conversion of Russian linear and other measures, weights, 
«tc. , into the metrical system. The information is very clearly presented, and map 
readers with this book may acquire facility in reading Russian maps. 

The Eastern Alps. Handbook for Travellers. By Karl Baedeker. 

xxvi and 573 pp., with 61 Maps, 10 Plans, 8 Panoramas, and Index. Eleventh 
Edition. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, 1907. (Price, M. 10.) 
Includes the Bavarian Highlands, Tyrol, Salzburg, Upper and Lower Austria, 
Styria, Carinthia, and Carniola. This is one of the handbooks that have been com- 
piled almost entirely from the personal, observations of the Editor, who has re- 
peatedly visited the Eastern Alps within the past few years. The panoramas give 
a remarkably clear idea of the mountain views from various points of observation. 

Egypt and the Sudan. By Karl Baedeker, clxxxiv and 437 pp., 24 

Maps, 76 Plans, and 57 Vignettes. 6th Edition. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, 

1908. (Price, M. 15.) 

This hand-book is founded oh the combined work of several Egyptologists and 

other Oriental scholars. As a guide to the monuments of antiquity the contents are 

so arranged as to serve the need both of those who have little time to spare and those 

who are able to give a more leisurely study to these objects. The matter in larger 
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type gives information essential to all visitors. The smaller type is devoted to a 
detailed description of the inscriptions, reliefs, etc., to which many travellers can 
give little or no time. The pages describing the fine temple of Dendera, for example, 
are thus equally useful to those who must return to the steamer after an hour at the 
Temple, and to those who can make a more thorough examination. The maps and 
plans, as usual, are of superior excellence and all have been carefully revised by Prof. 
Steindorff, the well-known Egyptologist. 

Dictionary of the World's Commercial Products. By J. A. Slater. 

With French, German and Spanish Equivalents for the Names of the Commer- 
cial Products. Second Edition. 163 pp. Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, London, 
1907 (?). (Price, 2/6.) 
These definitions seldom refer to the distribution of the various products. They 
simply tell what the product is, how it is produced, and its chief uses. The informa- 
tion, on the whole, is very accurate, and the book should be useful as a work of ref- 
erence in the study of commercial geography. 

A History of William Paterson and the Darien Company. By 
James Samuel Barbour, x and 284 pp., 6 Appendices, and 8 Illustra- 
tions. William Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1907. (Price, 6s.) 

William Paterson, the founder, of the Bank of England, was a seventeenth- 
century forerunner of the twentieth-century promoter, using the word in its best sense. 
He was a man of great projects and large executive ability, and no stigma attaches 
to his name on account of the colossal failure of his scheme to found trading and 
agricultural enterprises on the Isthmus of Panama. He was able to organize com- 
panies with large financial backing and to inspire public confidence by associating 
men of reputation in his schemes. He organized the Darien Company, and possibly 
its multiplied disasters and tragic collapse might have been avoided if he had been 
permitted to lead the two expeditions that were sent to the Isthmus. 

The book is the history of these ill-starred attempts to establish British colonists 
in the tropical Isthmus, where both nature and men were hostile. It is a chapter in 
early colonial enterprise that should be preserved. The whole pathetic record of 
suffering, caused in a large measure by fatuous mismanagement, is set forth in this 
volume from official sources. 

Bound About Jamestown. Historical Sketches of the Lower Vir- 
ginia Peninsula. By J. E. Davis. Pp. 107, 27 Illustrations from Pho- 
tographs and Index. Published by the Author, Hampton, Va., 1907. (Price, 
$1 cloth, or 50c. paper.) 

These interesting historical sketches appeared originally in a magazine, and are 
worthy of the more permanent form in which they are now presented. They deal chiefly 
with the early days and development of that part of Virginia lying between the James 
and York Rivers, and extending from Jamestown to Fortress Monroe, and Miss Davis 
has written in these pages many excellent descriptions of the life and the record of 
this part of the country from the cradling of the republic at Jamestown to the terribly 
tense days of the Civil War, in which the peninsula played so prominent a part. The 
reader is told, also, of much that he may see to-day that is reminiscent of the earlier 
times, and of historic events. 

Thousands of negro contrabands flocked to the lower peninsula during the Civil 
War because it was occupied by the Federal troops. For a time the North provided 



